women, Solomon says: 'It were better to dwell in 3
corner of the housetop than with a brawling woman
in a wide house/ And, sir, by your leave, that I am
not; for you have often enough tested my ability to
keep silence, and tried jny patience, and even how I
can hide and conceal matters that men ought to keep
secret. And, in good truth, as to your fifth reason,
wherein you say that in evil counsel women surpass
men, God knows that this reason has no standing
here. For understand now, you ask counsel to do
wickedness; and if your will is to work wickedness,
and your wife restrains such an ill purpose and over-
comes you by reason and good counsel given, then,
certainly, your wife ought rather to be praised than
blamed. Thus should you understand the saw of the
philosopher who says that in evil counsel women
surpass their husbands. And whereas you blame all
women and their reasonings, I will show you, by
many examples, that many women have been good
and are yet, and have given counsel both wholesome
and profitable. True, some men have said that the
advice of women is either too dear or too cheap in
price. But, be it that many a woman is bad, and her
counsel vile and worthless, yet men have found many
a good woman, full wise and full discreet in giving
counsel. Behold how Jacob, by following the good
advice of his mother Rebecca, won the blessing of
Isaac, his father, and came to authority over all his
brethren. Judith, by her good counsel, delivered the
city of Bethulia, wherein she dwelt, out of the hands
of Holofernes, who besieged it and who would have
completely destroyed it. Abigail delivered her hus-
band Nabal from David the king, who would have
slain him, and appeased the anger of the king by her
wit and good advising. Esther, by her good counsel,
greatly exalted the people of God in the reign of
King Ahasuerus. And men may tell much of the
same excellence of good advice in many a good
woman. Moreover, when Our JLord had created
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